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Chatter of the Turquoise Table at Dordt has 
been on social media and in the hallways for the 
last week. The same tan tables fill the commons 
and Grille area, but several signs covered in 
turquoise handprints have been installed, to 
facilitate community between strangers and 
friends.
 Christianna Marcy, a Dordt sophomore 
studying elementary education, first heard of 
the Turquoise Table project through a radio 
interview on an episode of the Focus on the 
Family podcast. The ministry was started in 
Texas by Kristin Schell, a woman who wanted 
a location for hospitality in her suburban 
community. She left a picnic table, painted 
turquoise, in her front yard and turned it into 
a way for people to gather and have informal 
community. Schell’s table prompted others 
to do the same, and today there are turquoise 
tables in each of the fifty states and in eleven 
different countries. 
 The idea for having a turquoise table at 
Dordt came in the Fall semester, when Marcy 
was listening to Sam Ashmore speak at GIFT. 
 “I saw this vivid picture of a turquoise table 
in the commons and thought “wait a minute, we 
could have it here,” said Marcy.
 Ashmore’s message emphasized the power 
of community through simply having food 
together. He encouraged students and small 
groups to get together often for meals and 
simply fellowship together as a means of 
growing.
 “If that’s not a sign, I don’t know what is, 





















Caleb M.S.— Staff Writer
January 2020 marks a decade of operation 
for the Fruited Plain café, owned by Laremy 
and Rebecca De Vries. The two have been 
proud to call Sioux Center home for well over 
the ten years their shop has been operating. 
Both are graduates of Dordt University—and 
this semester Laremy stepped into a professor 
position at Dordt University while Dr. Mark 
Tazelaar takes a sabbatical leave. De Vries, 
besides owning and operating the Fruited Plain, 
possesses a Master of Philosophy Studies 
from the Free University of Amsterdam, the 
institution famously founded by Abraham 
Kuyper. 
“There have been two constants in my life 
since Dordt:” said De Vries, “academics and 
coffee.” 
Since graduation, De Vries managed the on-
campus coffee shop, the Humble Bean, served 
in a philosophy adjunct position for a year, 
managed a coffee shop in Maryland, and finally 
opened the Fruited Plain. 
“It seemed the thing to do,” De Vries said. 
“Again, coffee is one of the two things I know 
best.” 
Sioux Center, with a population of 7,579, is 
not at the front of one’s mind when thinking 
of towns with a culturally diverse underbelly. 
However, the Fruited Plain is a crux for 
discussion, music, and quality across all 
disciplines, but most notably, coffee. 
When asked what the Fruited Plain adds to 
closes,” said Marcy.
 The process of installing the Turquoise 
Table has been a long journey. Each week, 
Marcy would meet with a different person 
who would then lead her to the next step in 
making this vision a reality. She met with Sam 
Ashmore, Robert Taylor, Student Government, 
along with those in charge of the commons and 
Grille, graphic design, the Dordt Art Club, and 
several students in a graphic design class. 
 “So many people have used their gifts for 
this,” said Marcy. “It’s definitely not just me at 
all.”
 Marcy hopes that the table will become 
a natural part of campus. She wants to see 
students sitting at it as normally as you would 
choose any table in the commons or Grille area. 
Even when the hype of something new fades 
away, she doesn’t want to see the intentionality 
change, but for it to become natural.
the cultural spectrum of Sioux Center, De Vries 
said, “We were the first to really start selling 
beer and wine, encouraging a sort of night life, 
and really fostering a community.” De Vries 
also noted the importance of commitment 
to the quality that the Plain holds to. “Part of 
serving God is found in serving people, but that 
certainly is not the end all be all,” he said. 
De Vries’ goal of fostering community here 
in rural northwest Iowa is in full bloom, as is 
evidenced by the 10th birthday party at the 
venue on this past Saturday night. Two local 
bands, the Ruralists and NCDC champions 
Technical Difficulties, played the stage in the 
BackBack, a converted garage attached to 
the café. Traveling folk group Good Morning 
Bedlam returned to the BackBack for the fourth 
time in two years and played to a packed house 
of Dordt students, professors, children, and 
seniors. 
“We wouldn’t miss playing at the Plain for the 
world,” Sophia Mae of Good Morning Bedlam 
said. “We play some venues, and people just 
stare blankly then come up after the fact and 
fawn saying, ‘Oh great show we loved it,’ but 
are dead for the entire event. Not here in Sioux 
Center. You guys get into it, and we love you 
for it.”
The Fruited Plain has a capacity for attracting 
the stranger, outcast, misfits, and fringe of every 
social circle. “Any effing rando that shows up 
in Sioux Center ends up at the Plain,” De Vries 
Take a seat at the Turquoise 
Table
The Fruited Plain celebrates 10th anniversary
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Pete Buttigieg Visits Orange 
City
Spencer Short — Staff Writer
On Thursday, January 16, the Prairie Winds 
Event Center in Orange City was packed with 
campaign staff, potential voters, press, and a 
small police presence as South Bend, Indiana 
mayor and Democratic Presidential Nominee 
Pete Buttigieg arrived on scene. Buttigieg’s 
town hall event was an attempt to sway the 
voters of northwest Iowa to his side. However, 
considering this region’s notorious conservative 
reputation, this is a tall order.
 With the Iowa Caucus coming up fast, 
happening on February 3rd, Democratic 
candidates are in the home stretch. Buttigieg, 
currently sitting at a far 4th place in recent 
RealClear polls, winning Iowa is almost 
certainly the mayor’s last chance to be able to 
qualify for a shot at becoming the Democratic 
Party’s 2020 presidential nominee.
 Starting off the afternoon being introduced 
by various local residents, Buttigieg began his 
speech with full force, getting straight into the 
anti-Trump rhetoric and common Democratic 
talking points, such as promised actions on 
climate change, gun-control legislation, tax 
increases on wealthier citizens, along with 
protections for the rights of LGBTQ+ persons, a 
topic that is very close the mayor, as he himself 
is a married, gay man.
 The topic of faith was also a centerpiece of 
Buttigieg’s event, with him sharing his personal 
faith, and how he believes every person equally 
reserves the right to practice their faith as 
they see fit. He also lamented the ‘religious 
monopoly the Republican Party’ has, saying, 
“God does not belong to a political party of the 
United States of America.”
 Scott Culpepper, a Dordt history professor 
who makes it his goal to attend as many local 
town halls as possible, regardless of political 
affiliation, was impressed by Buttigieg’s 
willingness to discuss faith, especially in an 
area where many of its residents are so devout.
“I feel that [Buttigieg] was able to articulate 
progressive Christianity very well,” Culpepper 
said, “Seeing other Democratic candidates 
speak against faith so often causes a lot of fear 
for Christians, and I really do think Buttigieg is 
sincere about what he believes.”
During the question-and-answer portion of the 
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said. “A guy came by on a bike ride across 
America one time and asked if he could wash 
our windows for a bowl of soup.” 
This too plays into the cultural mission of 
the Fruited Plain. De Vries, as a philosopher 
and Kuyperian, is first to note the importance 
of sphere sovereignty in every aspect of life. In 
an article for the Dordt-associated publication 
In All Things, he writes, “We will interact 
differently with one human being who is our 
son and another human who is a customer… 
while we can theoretically separate out these 
modes of existence, our lives are a singular 
whole. When I interact with a customer, I do 
not stop being a father; I must fill these roles 
simultaneously. And so each of my choices 
must strike the balance, understanding the 
multi-faceted nature of the whole of life.” 
In this uniquely Reformed way, the Fruited 
Plain and Laremy De Vries fill the cultural 
mandate and the great commission, providing 
a community, quality, and coffee to the masses 
of Dordt University and greater Sioux County. 




Reply brawl: inside the undergraduate email chain
Emi Stewart — Staff Writer
On Monday, January 6th at 10:52 AM, 
freshman Raymond Evans sent out an email, 
expecting to receive some help with class 
registration. What he did not expect was the 
200+ replies from his undergraduate peers. 
Evans quickly realized his mistake: he had 
accidentally emailed the entire undergraduate 
student body through the alias “Undergrad 
Students.”
“The whole time I was laughing because of 
how bad I messed up,” said Evans.
Senior Tom Oord offered helpful registration 
advice to Evans, which was quickly followed 
by a request for “an F in the chat” by senior 
Aidan Bender. This email evoked a series of 
emails from fellow students containing only the 
letter “F”, which landed in each student’s inbox. 
Some found the incident funny, others found it 
obnoxious, and over 1,000 people didn’t even 
bother replying.
“It was the best thing I’ve ever done, and I 
could not stop laughing,” said Bender. “Every 
part of me hurt from laughing so much… I can’t 
say I regret it.”
Most emails merely answered the call for F’s, 
but some were more inventive. Original memes, 
entire movie scripts, and famous speeches were 
shared through this strange, newfound platform. 
Meme-creator sophomore Caleb Schreurs saw 
something special about this type of community 
interaction.
“I think engagement is big things – like 
coming together after a campus tragedy – and 
also coming together on the small things – like 
when someone screws up an email chain,” said 
Schreurs. “Every square inch.”
Others, however, were less inspired by the 
show of engagement.
“Less than 100 people replied to the email, 
said Bender. “Unity in a 10th of the student 
body is nothing.”
Some students involved in the email chain 
went as far as to call the interactions bullying. 
Bits of foul language littered the chain, some of 
which was aimed at specific students who were 
in opposition to the thread’s existence.
“I don’t think there are any people that came 
out and saw this email chain said, ‘Oh good, 
time to cyber bully,’” said Schreurs. “I have 
a little bit more faith in people than that. I do 
think there were a few hostile responses.”
When people sent complaint emails, they were 
typically sent a reply that could be interpreted 
as less-than-friendly. Students banded together 
through this chain, for the better or worse.
Associate Professor of Psychology 
Dr. Luralyn Helming noted some social 
psychological aspects of this incident — 
namely, deindividuation.
“Mob mentality is not what you’ll see in 
your textbook usually, but deindividuation is 
definitely there,” said Helming.
Deindividuation is a phenomenon that hinges 
on people who believe that their identity is 
hidden, or at least partially obscured. It is most 
prominent in groups, crowds, or the internet.
“It feels anonymous, but you’re talking to 
real people on the other side of the screen,” 
said Helming. “It’s a lot easier to be confident 
behind the screen where you don’t get the 
immediate feedback.”
That confidence rolled into the morning 
of Friday, January 17th, as a new all-
undergraduate mass email thread appeared in 
inboxes across campus. This time, the email was 
intentionally sent using the alias, and beckoned 
Baart prepares for new series: 
The Jesus Questions
semester, he will use a more traditional 
expository preaching method to put each 
question into context of what is happening 
in the gospel at that time. He hopes the study 
will challenge students to begin to think for 
themselves about the gospel. 
“I want to show people how to pick a text 
apart and study the Bible,” he said.
Baart’s goal is that Dordt students will grow in 
confidence so they do not have to depend on a 
preacher to guide their discoveries of the Bible. 
He understands that young people will leave 
the church if they do not have their questions 
answered because they often are taught not to 
doubt. Baart hopes that working through this 
list of questions will show Dordt’s students 
that even Jesus asks questions. Therefore, his 
believers should feel free to as well. 
“I hope they learn Jesus isn’t afraid of 
questions,” he said. “Christianity may not be 
about having all the right answers, but asking 
all the right questions.”
Jaclyn Vander Waal— Staff Writer
Blue and red scribbles outline the semester 
ahead for Dordt University’s chapels on the 
wall of Aaron Baart’s office. A majority of the 
whiteboard is filled with questions -- ones that 
Jesus asked throughout the gospels. 
“Who is it you want?”
“Who of you by worrying can add a single 
hour to your life?”
“Do you still have no faith?”
As dean of chapel at Dordt, Baart sees his job 
as ensuring that each student has the opportunity 
to receive a well-rounded education of the 
Bible. During their four years at Dordt, students 
will experience a rotation between different 
styles and sections of the Bible. He refers to this 
idea as “a chapel curriculum.” 
This year, “The Jesus Questions,” by Sam 
Juiterres, focuses on what Baart considers the 
“most important” topics in the gospels. Instead 
of homing in on one of the four gospels, it 
bounces around in Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John. Each week, students wrestle with one 
of Jesus’ questions alongside Baart or another 
speaker -- Erik Hoekstra, Sam Ashmore, Jon De 
Groot, Justin Bailey and Preston Sprinkle -- to 
develop “good disciple practices.” 
This practice of contemplating the questions 
of Jesus will drive students in their faith and 
move their decision making.
“Jesus’ biggest questions get after the deepest 
desires of our hearts,” Baart said.
Baart began the semester by proposing the 
question, “Do you understand what I have done 
for you?” 




“I want to 
show people 
how to pick 
a text apart 
and study the 
Bible”
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its recipients to a campus-wide snowball fight. 
Students awaited an authoritative word from 
administration on the matter, but none came.
“I want to know why we never got an email 
from anyone higher up than Tom Oord,” said 
Bender.
Due to a lack of previous fiascos, Dean of 
Students Robert Taylor had trust in the student 
body to not abuse this email alias. Now, that 
trust is wavering.
“There are times when student government or 
other student groups have a legitimate reason 
that’s approved to send a message to the student 
body,” said Taylor. “If you don’t have problems, 
you leave it available… we never want to see 
[the alias] abused because we feel like it erodes 
our ability to communicate with students.”
Despite mutterings on campus, the solution 
is more complex than simply clicking a button 
to make the students unable to use the alias. 
Once they are in place, email threads cannot be 
removed.
“And even if you could go in and remove 
the thread, should you? Because then all of the 
sudden you’re curating this thing that should be 
an open communication network,” said Taylor. 
“That’s something that IT professionals spend a 
lot of time thinking about.”
Contributed Photo
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welcome to use, you know, for banquets and 
special events, as well as the special events 
that we might host on campus,” Wilson said. 
The dining room will be able to fit around 200 
people.
The cost of the Dining Hall project itself will 
be around $18 million. Dordt plans to pay that 
cost through fundraising and applying for a 
loan from the US Department of Agriculture 
Community Development Fund.
“The US Government Department of 
Agriculture lends money to build facilities in 
rural communities,” Wilson said.
The goal is to submit the application for 
the loan by March.  After approval for the 
loan and completing the fundraising process, 
construction will take approximately 16 months. 
Dordt’s building plan also consists of building 
a recital hall for smaller-scaled music events 
that do not need to use the whole BJ Haan for 
their event. The placing of the recital hall is yet 
to be determined.
Some other projects that are being considered 
are creating more parking spaces and adding air 
conditioning units in North Hall, East Hall, and 
the DeWitt gymnasium.
Yee Lim Shin— Staff Writer
Dordt University is constructing a building 
plan which consists of a new Dining Commons 
area and a recital hall. The new Dining 
Commons area will be located between the BJ 
Haan Auditorium and the Campus Center to 
connect the two buildings together.
The area will be approximately 36,000 square 
feet and have two floors. The first floor will 
consist of a dining area for around 400 people, 
including an open service area.
“There will be a much more open service area 
where people will be able to see much of their 
food being prepared in front of them,” said Vice 
President and Chief Administrative Officer 
Howard Wilson. This would benefit students 
who have allergies because they can see the 
food prepared. 
There will also be multiple stations within the 
dining area that can prepare fresh or hot food 
ranging from a breakfast station, action station, 
homestyle comfort foods, to a pizza and grill 
station.
The second floor will have a private dining 
room that can be used by the community.
“It’ll have a good-sized private dining room 
in it, that people in Sioux Center would be 
Dordt’s building plan for 
new commons dining and 
recital hall
Australia have become weird, like learning to 
drive on the “wrong side of the road again.” 
Senior theology major Tom Oord is one of the 
many students grateful for Earnshaw’s return. 
“It’s been fantastic having her back, said 
Oord. “Earnshaw has a demeanor about her that 
allows you to feel welcomed, and calm, and just 
having her back on campus has been delightful 
for the whole department.” 
Dallas Johnson, a freshman theology major, is 
also thankful for Earnshaw’s return because it 
has taken some of the stress off of the theology 
department. 
“When there’s only four professors in the 
entire department, it put a lot of strain on the 
other professors to cover classes last semester,” 
Johnson said.
Earnshaw is looking forward to being back 
in the classroom, especially being able to open 
God’s word with students in larger classes like 
CORE 150 and smaller theology classes with 
upperclassmen. 
“Sometimes you don’t miss things until 
they’re gone, you can learn to appreciate them 
in a different way,” Earnshaw said. “Being away 
helped me appreciate teaching and opening 
God’s word with others.”
Lexi Schenaser — Staff Writer
At long last, assistant theology professor 
Rebekah Earnshaw has returned. After an 
extended seven months at home in Sydney, 
Australia, Professor Earnshaw is back on 
campus and ready to jump back into the learning 
community at Dordt University. 
Before Professor Earnshaw left the U.S. in 
May of 2019, Provost Eric Forseth and other 
administrative members helped Earnshaw 
finalize all the necessary paperwork for her 
specialty higher education teaching visa. 
Her visa allows her to be a non-immigrant 
worker with temporary residency in the U.S. 
In Earnshaw’s three years teaching at Dordt, 
she had never experienced issues with her visa 
before. 
When Earnshaw returned home to Australia 
this summer, she went about the regular 
routine of getting the United States stamp in 
her passport that would affirm her eligibility to 
return to the States in the fall. 
“I went to the interview to do it and the guy 
said it all looked good,” Earnshaw said. 
Her paperwork was processed, but a few days 
later she received an email that her paperwork 
required further processing, meaning she could 
not return to the U.S. 
Earnshaw said this resulted in “a blackhole of 
waiting”; she waited seven long months to get 
the approval to return to the U.S.
Now that she has returned, Earnshaw is 
beginning to settle back into the rhythms of 
teaching at Dordt. 
“It’s like riding a bike. I can do this, but I feel 
a bit wobbly,” Earnshaw said.
She said being in Australia for such a long 
time gave her a her reset. All the surface level 
cultural differences between the States and 
Return of the theology 
professor
Lindsay Kuiper— Staff Writer
This semester, theatre professor Dr. Teresa 
Ter Haar began her new position at Dordt as 
the Dean of Curriculum and Instruction, a role 
previously held by Dr. Leah Zuidema. 
Unpacked boxes cover the floor of Ter Haar’s 
new office in the Academic Affairs department 
as she begins a period of transition from 
working in one office to two. Instead of being 
a full-time department chair of theatre, she will 
work as a part-time professor and part-time 
Dean. On Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 
Ter Haar will work in the Theatre Building. On 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, she will set up shop in 
the Office of Academic Affairs, located on the 
third floor of the Campus Center. 
“A lot of my work will focus on faculty 
development, working with new faculty and 
staff at Dordt, observing classrooms, and 
helping shepherd the curriculum at Dordt,” Ter 
Haar said. 
Her core responsibilities are focused around 
“pedagogue,” a way of inspiring good teaching, 
new ideas, and technological advancements for 
the benefit of students and teachers alike. 
“I’m really excited about this new 
responsibility, in part because I get to work 
with the whole faculty,” Ter Haar said. “I’ll be 
helping faculty members to be empowered to 
be better teachers and work in new ways with 
their students.”
Ter Haar also said that her experience with 
Ter Haar deemed
new dean
Many students have noticed the renovation of 
the library. While students were off campus 
enjoying the holidays with their families, the 
library staff, janitors, and other constriction 
workers changed the old carpet and repainted 
some of the walls between holidays.
 “The shortened schedule did make it very 
tight for the library, but we got it all done,” 
Library Assistant Jennifer Breems said, “But the 
goal of the shortened schedule is for the Good 
Friday as a day with no classes. I think that’s 
a really good goal because never has before 
Dordt had been given a day break for Easter. 
And as Christian College, you would think an 
Easter Break makes sense. I’m really looking 
forward to the Good Friday with no classes.”
Yage Wang— Staff Writer
Starting in fall 2019, Dordt University has 
significantly changed their yearly schedule for 
exams and moved up the start of the semester. 
 The spring 2020 started approximately 5-6 
days earlier than the past years. 
Previously, semesters started on the second 
Tuesday of January. With Monday off to give 
students a travel day, the first week of the spring 
semester generally kicks off with refreshed, 
fully-restored students. A four-day week of 
studying balanced the overwhelming feeling 
of new semester and also quickly adapted the 
students into studying mode. 
 David Riadi, a junior computer science 
major who went back home for Christmas, had 
a tight schedule in January. 
 “I left from Indonesia on the 1st of January, 
so, I arrived at Dordt on the 2nd.” said Riadi, 
“Since I was in the orchestra, I needed to 
practice in the evening and the next day we left 
for the tour. After the tour, we got back on the 
8th and school started right away on the 9th.”
 On the top of starting classes earlier than 
the past years, spring 2020 also has classes 
beginning on a Thursday rather than on Tuesday. 
Used to the previous schedule, some students 
still thought class started on the following 
Monday.
 Gareth Johnston, a sophomore Community 
Development major, went back to Canada for 
Christmas and didn’t come back to campus until 
Saturday the 11th. 
 “I skipped Thursday and Friday because of 
my ride,” said Johnston. “And I think lots of 
people are inclined to do so as well because it’s 
only two days, and it’s the syllabus days.”
 Many departments on campus have to adapt 
the new schedule of spring semester as well. 
Schedule adjustment for the 
new semester
“It’s like riding 
a bike. I can do 
this, but I feel a bit 
wobbly”
the Women’s Institute helped prepare her for 
this leadership position as well as piquing 
her interest in helping faculty and improving 
curriculum. She explained that although the job 
would take her out of her comfort zone, “God 
was telling me I needed to try.” 
The upcoming semester will be a time of trial 
and error for Ter Haar as she works around an 
increasingly busy schedule. “I’m nervous,” 
she said, “but not in a bad way; it’s the kind of 
nervous that excites you and inspires you to do 
something well.”
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Haemi Kim— Staff Writer
 
 It’s 4pm on January 16th, teams from around 
the country stare at computer screens as a 
countdown progresses.
Five…four…three…two…one…and they 
began the Prairie Grass Film Challenge.
   The Prairie Grass Film Challenge (PGFC) 
is an annual film competition based in the 
Midwest where high schoolers and older from 
all over the U.S. and Canada are challenged to 
create a short film in 48 hours.
   As a digital media student, this was a great 
opportunity for me to experience the different 
fields of the media world, all within 48 hours. 
   How does this all work?
   Within 48 hours, participants come up with 
a short film that includes several assigned 
props, lines, and characters. Participants also 
need to be organized during pre-production 
so that during the production, everything runs 
smoothly within the time limit. This includes 
contacting the actors, doing location scouting, 
and managing time. During post-production, 
participants need to fit the whole story together 
through editing the footage, sometimes while 
still shooting the rest of the film. 
   Although this challenge may seem to have 
the same requirements of a normal video 
production class, PGFC provides participants 
the opportunity to take the next step in 
experiencing film production in the “real 
world.”
   For high school students, this is an opportunity 
to gain valuable experience and introduce 
possible career paths. For college students, 
this is one way to not only understand what it 
would be like in their future career, but also to 
apply what they have learned in classes and see 
improvements in their work. Post-college teams 
can continue challenging their creativity and 
enhancing their skills. 
  Are these challenges only good for people 
The 48-hour challenge
· Arts & Entertainment·
interested in media production? 
Personally, I do not think so. 
  I think PGFC is also a great opportunity for 
anyone passionate about creating something 
with other people and making a memory. 
It is true that there needs to be one or two 
professionals in order to have a good visual 
outcome, but having people collaborating from 
different areas to create great stories results in a 
rewarding experience. 
  Now that the competition has ended, the judging 
has begun. On February 21, the teams will show 
their films to a larger audience and have a shot 
at various awards. This gives them the ability to 
see the community’s reaction to their film and 
receive constructive criticism.  By seeing the 
competitor’s films, the participants can become 
better and more innovative filmmakers.
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star destroyers, Finn, Poe, Chewbacca, and Rey 
seek information that will lead them to Exegol, 
a home-planet of Sith loyalists and the location 
of Emperor Palpatine. In the meantime, Rey 
discovers more about her heritage, Kylo Ren 
wrestles with the Dark Side, Finn discovers 
something new about himself, and Poe meets 
up with an old friend.
The Last Jedi is an incredibly fast-paced 
movie. Every scene from the very beginning 
is jam-packed with action in a way that made 
the movie feel a little overwhelming, but also 
allowed for incredibly choreographed and 
visually pleasing action sequences. 
The character development in this movie 
was well-thought out and satisfying. Bickering 
dialogue between Rey, Finn, and Poe clearly 
demonstrates that time has passed and that 
their relationship dynamic has become more 
established. Throughout the film, Rey continues 
to struggle with controlling her power and 
emotions in a way that is realistic for someone 
only a year into their training. Poe, while still 
a bit reckless, shows more care for the lives of 
his troops, which is significant growth from 
The Last Jedi. He truly seems ready to be the 
leader of the Resistance when Leia passes the 
mantle to him. Finn has clearly gained a level 
of confidence in this movie, as evidenced by his 
Gretchen Lee— Staff Writer
WARNING—SPOILERS
After the general public’s intense criticism of 
Star Wars: The Last Jedi (and, frankly, about 
every movie made after Return of the Jedi), 
director J.J. Abrams was faced with the daunting 
task of creating a film that would please one of 
the world’s largest movie fanbases. From the 
crowd who saw A New Hope in theatres in 1977 
when it was simply called Star Wars to younger 
generations who grew up watching the prequel 
trilogy, Star Wars fans have a wide variety of 
strong opinions regarding the films. J.J. Abrams 
managed to not only smooth over some of the 
discontentment from The Last Jedi, but also 
wrap up a 9+ film saga 47 years in the making. 
While this film does have its flaws, overall, it 
was still a fantastic ending to the Skywalker 
Saga.
After the massive blow the First Order dealt the 
Resistance at the Battle of Crait, the Resistance 
fighters have spent the last year rebuilding 
their forces and trading information with spies. 
One such spy informs the Resistance that 
radio broadcasts have been received from the 
supposed dead Emperor Palpatine describing a 
massive fleet of star destroyers that will attack 
planets around the galaxy in less than a day. 
As they race to figure out a way to defeat the 
The Adoption Project
Despite criticism, Rise of Skywalker delivers great 
storytelling
in the world deal with other situations [that are 
incredibly difficult], and it’s important for us 
to have that perspective [and work] to make a 
difference. I wanted to put it out there as raw 
and real.”
“It was a really intimate process,” he 
continued. “I knew eight of the twelve 
participants going in, but the others I had never 
met or known before this.”
He continued to say that adoption affects 
each person differently, and they all have their 
own life experiences that change how they see 
things.
“God loves everybody, and I think we group 
people and associate people all the time,” 
Kamstra said. “I think we need to be more 
accepting of others who are different.”
Kamstra encourages people to comment on 
the wall. There are markers in a jar for people to 
give feedback about adoption, his photography 
style, or on another viewer’s comment.
“As an artist, I have to be ready for what 
people say,” Kamstra said. “Art is supposed to 
be engaged with, so I urge people to put their 
real thoughts out there.”
Kamstra’s future plans include moving 
to Chicago to work for an ad agency doing 
photography, video, and graphic design work. 
He hopes to do more with portraits and get 
involved in the fashion scene in Chicago.
Kamstra also wishes to continue working on 
the project, finding more faces and names and 
stories to add.
“In my life and most of the stories out there, 
[adoption is] a very positive thing,” Kamstra 
said. “It gives someone the opportunity that’s 
possibly much safer or healthier. To give 
someone that opportunity at life is so cool. So 
even if you are planning on having biological 
children, I strongly encourage you to give 
someone else less fortunate a chance too.”
Lauern Hoekstra— Staff Writer
Twelve black and white portraits stare out at 
viewers passing through the classroom building. 
The words “Adoption Project” in all caps 
stand out on tan paper plastered on the wall. 
Handwritten messages inform the viewer that 
feedback is encouraged and various comments 
are speckled around the images. Above each 
photo, a 9 x 11 sheet of paper hangs with each 
individual’s name and their experience with the 
adoption process. 
Justin Kamstra, the photographer and 
initiator of this project, is a recent Dordt grad 
who loves photography. After switching his 
major to graphic design and transferring from 
Northwestern, he realized that if he wanted to 
be more successful, he should pick up another 
skill. He chose photography two years ago and 
realized how much he loved doing it.
“I love shooting people,” he said. “I still 
love doing portraits, specifically working with 
people. I just think it’s so fun.”
Over the past two years, Kamstra has done 
about 220 shoots, averaging around three or four 
shoots a week. The Adoption Project has been 
his first series targeting a specific demographic.
“It’s really awesome,” he said when asked 
about how he feels about larger projects. “I 
think I’ll continue doing it and maybe write a 
book someday about it all.”
Kamstra’s own story began with his adoption 
as a baby out of Sioux City, IA, from Bethany 
Christian Services.
“My mom and dad had five years of infertility 
and miscarriage and feeling heartache because 
of all that.” he said. “That was God in their 
mind telling them to adopt.”
Kamstra’s parents always told him he had 
been adopted, but never made him lesser than 
their four biological children born after him. 
Although there is a common belief that 
children who are adopted feel less loved or 
like they are missing something in their life, 
Kamstra denies it strongly.
“Being adopted has been a big part of my life, 
but hasn’t defined [my life],” Kamstra said. “I 
have always known I am loved. I’ve just had a 
positive experience with adoption, and it gives 
me the freedom to pursue whatever I want in 
life without anything holding me back.”
The inspiration for his project was partially 
therapy to Kamstra, and partially to bring 
knowledge of other’s stories to the community.
“The purpose of the project was to bring 
awareness to, not only the idea of adoption, but 
the reality of people’s stories,” Kamstra said. 
“Having grown up in northwest Iowa, [it can 
be hard to remember that] lots of other areas 
cool, calm demeanor behind the Millennium 
Falcon’s laser cannons. Even Chewbacca seems 
more comfortable around the main trio of 
characters. One pleasant surprise was C-3PO’s 
character; in the past he has walked the fine-
line between being funny and annoying, but 
in this film I felt that he was one of the more 
entertaining characters.
The storyline of this film was also great. The 
decision to bring back Palpatine brought closure 
to Rey’s origin story and Ian McDiarmid 
delivered in every possible way. While there 
were several things left unexplained, like 
how Palpatine came back or if Finn truly was 
Force-sensitive, plot-holes and unexplained 
occurrences are a trademark of the Star Wars 
franchise. 
Overall, there is quite a bit of fan-service 
throughout the movie, like the appearance of 
Lando Calrissian, the twin suns of Tattooine 
at the close of the film, the unnecessary kiss 
between Rey and Ben, and Chewbacca’s medal. 
While some of these cameos and references felt 
a bit forced, they were a good way to connect 
this movie with the previous films, especially 
the original trilogy. Star Wars is about escapism 
and nostalgia, so it’s expected that the finale of 
a 9-movie saga should bring back aspects of the 
previous films. 
Visually, this movie is incredibly pleasing. 
Star Wars has always had a bit of a “living 
painting” aspect to it and this movie is no 
different. Colors, lights, and shadows were all 
poignantly utilized to convey the mood and 
“wow” the audience. The computer graphics 
workers pulled off the greatest photoshop feat 
of the decade by editing Carrie Fisher into 
new scenes using old footage. While some 
of the scenes with Leia felt off in terms of 
dialogue (they were missing her usual fiery 
wit), the actual editing was impressive.
A Star Wars movie isn’t complete without 
an incredible soundtrack. John Williams, 
once again, creates a score that truly brings 
the film to life. The use of familiar themes, 
revisited and reimagined, helps the audience 
find cinematic parallels and creates a deeper 
meaning to many of the scenes. 
Overall, The Rise of Skywalker is 
exactly what Star Wars has always been: a 
flawed, weird, wonderful story about good 
triumphing over evil, finding hope, and 
realizing the importance of helping one 
another. A scrappy team of freedom fighters 
manages to accomplish the seemingly 
impossible and rallies a force beyond what 
the enemy anticipates in a stunning display of 
hope-filled courage. The good guys beat the 
bad guys. That, to me, is the definition of Star 
Wars.
Mac Miller’s “Circles”: A 
review
Caleb M.S.— Staff Writer
One does not often wish for a conclusion to 
something good, but the conclusions come 
regardless. As the adage goes: “All good things 
must come to an end.” I remember where I 
was when I read the alert stating Mac Miller 
had passed away of accidental drug overdose 
at age 26, only seven years older than I was at 
the time. Even in recent memory, 21 year-old 
artist Juice WRLD died of a seizure, 20 year-
old XXXTentacion was killed in a drive-by 
shooting, and Lil Peep, another 20 year-old, was 
also taken by an accidental drug overdose. Mac 
Miller had only released his album Swimming 
a month prior to his death and was reportedly 
working on a companion album to the acclaimed 
work, which was intended to be released 90 
days after the initial release of Swimming. Just 
under two years after Miller wanted us to hear 
it, the companion album, Circles, has arrived. 
From an immediate technical standpoint, it is 
important to recognize Miller’s sound engineer, 
close friend, and composer-producer Jon Brion 
finalized the work. But, at its heart, Circles is 
all Mac, maybe even the most archetypical Mac 
Miller work to date. 
Circles, as a companion album, completes 
the narrative begun in Swimming; a narrative 
of pain, mental health struggles, and addiction, 
which is easier to understand nearly two years 
removed from the artist’s death. However, 
Circles is more redemptive than its predecessor. 
Circles finds Miller coming to terms with his 
place and, while he is still obviously hurting 
and self-destructive even in the title track of 
the album, growth is clear. The hopeful lines of 
the second track on the album, “Complicated,” 
explain the situation best: “Some people say 
they want to live forever/
Without any complications/Does it always 
gotta, does it always gotta/Gotta be so 
complicated/Well, I’m way too young to be 
gettin’ old.” 
Much like the preceding album, Circles is 
chilled out, relaxed, and reflective. Miller 
does not need to shout to get his point across. 
The lo-fi nature of the instrumentation on 
the album allows poignant lyrical moments 
to shine through, and Miller’s increasingly 
poetic lines resonate with somber strength 
while the thematic narrative of both Circles 
and Swimming are built and brought to 
completion. With this statement being made, 
it is important to note that there are beautifully 
complex instrumental moments on the piece as 
well. “I Can See” opens with a beautiful synth 
run, reminiscent of Flower Boy era Tyler, the 
Creator. “Blue World” also makes for a stand 
out instrumental moment, with Miller rapping 
contently over a glitchy beat comprised of 
warm chords and vocal samples. Warm, jazzy, 
borrowed chords and layered instrumentals 
are nothing new to a Mac Miller album, as his 
fondness for playing with a live band was noted 
upon in his last few years of life. 
Lyrically, Circles set itself as the strongest 
album Miller released, without even viewing 
the penned lyrics through the lens of loss. 
Objectively, Miller is at his strongest on this 
album. The artist raps significantly less than 
any work before, and sings more over the beat 
in each song. There are stand out moments 
in “Blue World,” and “Good News,” where 
Miller draws up on an energy reminiscent of his 
previous works, but this album as a whole work 
is distinctly modern Mac Miller. 
“All good things must come to an end,” is how 
the adage goes, but it might be completed “but 
the end does not detract from everything which 
came before it.” Mac Miller raps on a previous 
album GO:OD AM: “To everyone that sells me 
drugs/don’t mix it with that bullshit/I’m not 
hoping to join the 27 club.” In doing so he spoke 
a strange not-quite self-fulfilling prophecy, as 
three years after delivering that verse he passed 
away of drugs laced with fentanyl, a year short 
of joining the notorious ranks of artists dying at 
the age of 27. The concluding track of Circles 
“Once a Day” feels just as beautiful, deep, 
morose, and simultaneously unfinished as the 
life of Mac Miller does. In the event you listen 
to this album, I ask you to take away one single 
line from this final track: “And everybody 
means something…But now and then, why 
can’t we just be fine.” Rest easy, Malcom. 
SONG BREAKDOWN: 
WILL LISTEN TO AGAIN: 
                            Circles 
                            Blue World
                            Good News
                             I Can See
                             Once a Day
                              That’s On Me









underwent a makeover to make space for new 
HHP offices. The whole setup feels a little 
makeshift but at least there’s new carpet.
With his reddish-blond hair and wispy 
mustache, the new coach sits in his brand 
new 7’ x 7’ office sporting a Dordt University 
sweatshirt.  To fill the small space, one wall is 
lined with soccer memorabilia, including the 
scarf of his favorite team, Manchester United, 
along with a white board with all the names of 
committed and potential recruits. On Durbin’s 
desk lies a new Dell laptop, as well as a Bible 
and a picture of his wife, striking a balance of 
his work and personal life. 
Growing up in Omaha, Nebraska, Coach 
Durbin played soccer since he was able to walk. 
In his college years, Durbin played for Dordt, 
scoring 22 goals his senior year. Attending 
Anthony Siegrist — Staff Writer
In order to start the new year off right, Dordt 
University made the decision to hire Alex 
Durbin, a Dordt graduate and former soccer 
player, as the head coach of the women’s soccer 
team. 
Coach Durbin received the call the day after 
Christmas and he said accepting was an easy 
decision.
 “To be the final one here, sitting in this 
office,” Durbin said, “it’s a dream come true. 
Being able to coach soccer is something I’ve 
wanted to do my whole life and being able to 
do it at Dordt makes it even better.” 
Durbin’s new office is located in the Dordt 
Recreation Center where the old cardio room 
used to be. Over the winter break, the room 
New year, new coach
Dordt was a transition time for Durbin, being 
smaller than the high school he attended, but 
he appreciated the community aspect Dordt 
offered. 
 “Getting the right kids here at Dordt is also 
extremely important. I want them to be able to 
fit in with our culture, the mission and vision 
of our team, but also of the school and athletic 
department.” 
In the preseason, Durbin plans on having his 
team in the weight room twice a week as well as 
practices in the gym to work on fundamentals. 
Alaina Van Zalen, a junior on the team, said 
that Durbin’s excitement for the up and coming 
season has been contagious and the team is 
ready to get started. 
Last year, the women’s soccer team finished 
fourth in the GPAC, and Coach Durbin expects 
nothing less this year. 
“I think we’re in the same position. We have 
a lot of really good recruits coming in and I’d 
really be competing for a GPAC title through 
the regular season, and I think our girls can.” 
Now at the helm of a college soccer team at 
the age of 25, Durbin is up for the challenges 
that a new year brings. 
“Dordt trusts me; they’ve hired me to step 
into this position,” Durbin said. “They have 
expectations, but…my expectations for where I 
want to take this program and what I want to do 
with it are higher than anyone else out there. I 
believe God has put it on my heart to be a coach, 
and if He’s put me in this position, it was His 
plan before I was even born.”
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characters they know little about. It feels as if 
the camera itself is a silent third member of the 
mission, the viewer follows our heroes through 
their whole mission, never once leaving their 
side. The audience are witnesses firsthand to the 
horror, intensity, and devastation of the war. 
 It’s easy for an approach like the one-shot 
movie to become gimmicky. Movies like 
Birdman and Son of Saul set the bar high for 
this type of movie and any attempt to replicate 
their success will inevitably draw comparisons 
and skepticism. However, Mendes brought 
in Oscar-winning (and absolute legend) 
cinematographer Roger Deakins to put his own 
personal stamp on this style. Deakins has an 
uncanny ability to find beauty in the mundane, 
as well as intense transcendent beauty in the 
strange and chaotic. Here, he’s no different, as 
he creates stunning images out of burning cities 
and desolate trenches. 
 While Mendes’ fills the cast with nearly 
every recognizable British actor (Benedict 
Cumberbatch, Colin Firth, Mark Strong, 
Andrew Scott, etc.) he chooses to give the roles 
of our two leads to relative unknowns. George 
MacKay as Blake and Dean-Charles Chapman 
as Schofield carry the entire weight of the drama 
on their shoulders, and do so impressively well, 
holding their own against the larger, more well-
known names listed above. Schofield is the 
more fully realized of the two, as his character 
is given an increased focus from the second act 
onward. Still the chemistry between the two 
is spot-on, and really helps the viewer to care 
about these characters outside their mission. 
 War movies are an acquired taste. The sheer 
chaos and carnage of these real events, even 
when fictionalized for the screen, is often a 
tough thing to take in. However, by minimizing 
the scope of the historical events and focusing 
on two easily identifiable leads, Mendes crafts 
a personal, engaging story I think even the 
biggest war movie skeptic can enjoy. 
Zach Dirksen — Staff Writer
Even if you haven’t read an Agatha Christie 
nFor reasons more or less unknown to me, 
World War I is fairly untrodden ground in the 
War Movie genre. Not that movies haven’t been 
made about the Great War, as there are notable 
examples in All Quiet On the Western Front, 
War Horse, and Lawrence of Arabia. However, 
the canon of World War I films is notably smaller 
and less impressive in magnitude compared to 
the vast number of films made about World War 
II and its surrounding historical context. To put 
it plainly, there’s no Saving Private Ryan for 
World War I. Well, there wasn’t, until now. 
 1917, co-written and directed by Sam 
Mendes (and partially inspired by the stories 
of Mendes’ grandfather), is a ride, both in 
literal and emotional terms. The story follows 
two soldiers journeying across an abandoned 
battlefield carrying an urgent message to 
another battalion: call off the attack tomorrow, 
it’s a trap. For Blake, the younger of the duo, 
these orders are a desperate plea; if the attack 
proceeds as planned, Blake’s brother might 
not survive. For Schofield, the older, more 
experienced of the two, it’s just another order 
to carry out. And so, the two make their way 
through enemy bunkers, desolate battlefields, 
abandoned farms, and burning cities, all with 
their mission in mind. The clock is ticking, and 
1600 lives are at risk. 
 As I said, 1917 is a ride, and I mean that 
literally. The film is shot and edited to look like 
it was all shot in one take. The lack of visible 
editing and the proximity the camera keeps 
around its subjects make for an experience 
that is, at times, claustrophobic and anxiety-
inducing, but always immersive. This quality 
is what keeps the audience engaged with two 




one interception. This mid-season adjustment 
was where his season turned 180˚. From Week 
9 through the end of the season, Cousins threw 
13 touchdowns to only three interceptions.
 The losses suffered by the Vikings in the 
second half of the season were not explicitly 
his fault either, like one could argue the early-
season losses against the Bears and Packers 
were. The three ‘real’ losses the Vikings 
suffered came against the now Super Bowl-
bound (albeit Patrick Mahomes-less) Kansas 
City Chiefs, the fellow NFC Divisional Round 
losing team in the Seattle Seahawks, and the 
NFC Championship Game loser in the Green 
Bay Packers.
 After resting during Week 17 because the 
Vikings were locked into the 6 seed in the 
playoffs no matter the circumstances, Cousins 
came ready to play in the NFC Wild Card.
 Against the New Orleans Saints in enemy 
territory, Kirk Cousins put together arguably 
the most impressive game of his career. While 
his stats from the game do not jump out at as 
“dominant,” Cousins did exactly what he had 
to do to win the game for his team. He went 
19-31 for 242 yards, one touchdown and no 
interceptions. The game-winning drive in 
Connor Van Hulzen-— Staff Writer
 Earlier this year, after Week 5 of the NFL 
season, I wrote an article about Vikings 
quarterback Kirk Cousins in which I described 
him as an $84 million quarterback due to his 
inconsistent play that would seemingly swing 
from All-Pro caliber to a third-string quarterback 
from game to game and sometimes even play 
to play. With the Vikings season having now 
ended in the Divisional Round of the playoffs, I 
figured there would be no better time to revisit 
my original article.
 At the time I wrote my first article, the 
Vikings’ record was a mediocre 3-2. One could 
have argued that the Vikings’ three wins were in 
spite of Cousins, and he was the root cause of 
both losses. What happened after that worrisome 
3-2 start quickly changed perceptions of 
Cousins and the Vikings as a whole.
  Three straight wins catapulted the Vikings to 
6-2 at the hallway mark of the season. Cousins 
was even able to overcome the stigma of bad 
performances in primetime games, with a win 
on Thursday Night Football against his former 
team the Washington Redskins.
 Over this three-game stretch, Cousins threw 
for a total of 956 yards, eight touchdowns and 
The $85 million 
rollercoaster revisited
A salad by any other name: a 
defense of Midwest cuisine
Tabetha De Groot— Staff Writer
Snicker salad? Tavern? What? Cries of 
indignation not unlike this echo across the 
Commons on any given day. The Midwestern 
way of preparing food often comes under 
fire on Dordt’s campus, but why exactly is it 
critiqued with such fervor?
“Your versions of salads are very confusing 
because they have no vegetables in them,” said 
a Washington native who wishes to remain 
unidentified. “They’re all just whipped cream 
and sweet stuff—they’re good, but they confuse 
me.”
Yes, I can see how a place where salads do 
not contain vegetables could be confusing, so 
allow me to guide non-Midwesterners through 
this strange and exciting new world where 
Oreos and Snickers join ranks with lettuce and 
croutons. 
The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines salad 
as, “Any of various usually cold dishes, such 
as: small pieces of food mixed with a dressing 
(such as mayonnaise) or set in gelatin.” I think 
we can conclude from this dictionary definition 
that anything made up of cold, small, pieces of 
food mixed with a binding agent of some sort 
is, in fact, a salad. Thus, both Snicker and Oreo 
salads do meet the definition of a “salad.”
 Then, there is the humble tavern. A simple, 
yet satisfying, loose meat sandwich that 
conjures up sweet memories of church potlucks 
and childhood. Despite its lovable nature, I 
have often heard the tavern harshly critiqued. 
Some say it is just a sloppy joe with a strange 
name.
“Walking into the commons and looking at 
the menu was the first time I had ever heard of 
a tavern as a food reference,” said Minnesota 
resident Rachel Werkhoven. “I wasn’t quite 
sure as to what a tavern was, so I went to the 
door and looked in. When I looked in, I saw that 
a tavern was just a sloppy joe. Honestly, the two 
are identical.” 
 There is, in fact, a history to the Tavern and 
legitimate reason behind the name. According 
to journalist John Yates in an article for 
The Takeout, “Legend has it the loose meat 
sandwich [tavern]…was invented in 1924 by a 
man named Dave Higgin at Ye Olde Tavern in 
Sioux City, Iowa.” 
That, my friends, is why it is called a tavern. 
Do not confuse it with a sloppy joe, which is 
a different sandwich altogether. A sloppy joe 
has sloppy joe sauce on it, while a tavern does 
not. Sloppy joes also usually have a chunkier 
consistency while taverns are of a finer texture. 
Whether it is a tavern or a sloppy joe, a salad or 
a dessert, at the end of the day, food is food and 
food is good. So, let’s promote “Shalom” on 
Dordt’s campus by putting our differences aside 
and enjoying a tavern with a side of Snicker 
salad together. Because a salad by any other 
name would still taste as sweet.
overtime showed exactly what Kirk Cousins 
was capable of when he performs at the highest 
level. A perfectly dropped-in-the-basket pass 
to Adam Thielen was, in my opinion, the most 
important play of Cousins’ career.
 The following week however, against the 
San Francisco 49ers in the Divisional Round, 
the offense as a whole performed poorly with 
Kirk being a main contributor to the struggles.
 The multiple versions of Kirk Cousins that 
showed during this season were encouraging 
at times and severely frightening at others. A 
single question for the organization and fans 
remains: will Kirk Cousins show up on any 
given Sunday?
 With a team that is already millions over the 
salary cap before the NFL Draft in April and 
rumors floating around that the Vikings believe 
Kirk Cousins is due for an extension, the next 
few months will be very telling of just how 
much the Vikings believe in their quarterback.
 The $84 million rollercoaster ride has 
been one of heartbreak and jubilation. As an 
obviously biased observer, I’m not sure how 
much longer I want to stay on this ride. As much 
as I like Kirk Cousins as a person and as much 
as his performances to end the season were 
encouraging, I don’t think that unless drastic 
changes are made to improve the team, Kirk 
Cousins will not be the quarterback to deliver 
the Vikings to the promised land. Oh, and his 
Pizza Ranch commercials still suck.
Hannah Van Otterloo — Staff Writer
“It kind of felt like we were estranged,” 
Aaron Medberry, a Junior who transferred from 
Rochester Community and Technical College, 
said last fall when asked about his experience 
transferring in to Dordt. 
There were twenty-four transfers in Fall 2019, 
all coming from a range of places, backgrounds, 
colleges, and majors, yet many seem to have felt 
similar things in regards to their first weekend 
and week on campus: stressed, confused, and 
alone.
Yet, one semester has passed and while some 
left at the semester, many others have continued 
their careers at Dordt, their time having taken 
a turn away from this state of stress and 
confusion. 
“[First semester went] fine. [There was] a 
lot of work at the end and writing papers and 
various projects to finish, but my instructors 
were very willing to help out, and they gave 
good instructions most of the time,” Medberry 
said.
TJ Rankin, a Junior majoring in Social Work 
and minoring in theater, agreed. 
“Overall the professors were very supportive 
and willing to give extensions… They were 
also very willing to give individual assistance,” 
he said.
After a while, the transfer students felt they 
had assimilated into Dordt culture, too. 
“Getting involved in clubs definitely helps--
you find people who have similar interests as 
you, and as you get to know them, you feel like 
you are part of a group. Also getting involved 
in extracurriculars like choir and theater… 
especially [in] theater you start to feel like you 
are part of a family,” Rankin said. 
Medberry said his experience at Dordt has 
changed a lot since his transfer. 
 “I used to walk through the halls and wouldn’t 
know anybody, but now I almost always see one 
or two people I recognize, and if it’s someone I 
know maybe I’ll have a quick chat with them,” 
said Medberry. “I feel firmly in Dordt’s groove 
now.”
When asked about their confidence in their 
decision to transfer into Dordt, they both 
responded quickly. 
“Even with the high tuition, I don’t think 
there’s anywhere else I’d rather be!” Rankin 
said, followed by Medberry’s response of, “100 
percent!” 
In retrospect, they had some interesting 
thoughts and wise words about their first few 
weeks on campus. 
“Initially there was more anxiety from being 
in a new place, and that kind of skewed my 
perspective, but after settling in and figuring 
out the “social rules” (for lack of a better term), 
it definitely felt more inclusive,” Rankin said. 
Medberry added to that, saying, “After a 
month in, I started to think differently about 
the school because I was able to get to know 
people. So, I guess the best thing I can say 
is be patient and have faith. Because it sucks 
being in a new place, not knowing anyone. But 
remember you have God on your side, and if 
you give him time and put in effort, you will 
find a place here indefinitely.”
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· Feature·
Schedule adjustment for the 
new semester 
Yage Wang— Staff Writer
Starting in fall 2019, Dordt University has 
significantly changed their yearly schedule for 
exams and moved up the start of the semester. 
 The spring 2020 started approximately 5-6 
days earlier than the past years. 
Previously, semesters started on the second 
Tuesday of January. With Monday off to give 
students a travel day, the first week of the spring 
semester generally kicks off with refreshed, 
fully-restored students. A four-day week of 
studying balanced the overwhelming feeling 
of new semester and also quickly adapted the 
students into studying mode. 
 David Riadi, a junior computer science 
major who went back home for Christmas, had 
a tight schedule in January. 
 “I left from Indonesia on the 1st of January, 
so, I arrived at Dordt on the 2nd.” said Riadi, 
“Since I was in the orchestra, I needed to 
practice in the evening and the next day we left 
for the tour. After the tour, we got back on the 
8th and school started right away on the 9th.”
 On the top of starting classes earlier than 
the past years, spring 2020 also has classes 
beginning on a Thursday rather than on Tuesday. 
Used to the previous schedule, some students 
still thought class started on the following 
Monday.
 Gareth Johnston, a sophomore Community 
Development major, went back to Canada for 
Christmas and didn’t come back to campus 
until Saturday the 11th. 
 “I skipped Thursday and Friday because of 
my ride,” said Johnston. “And I think lots of 
people are inclined to do so as well because it’s 
only two days, and it’s the syllabus days 
.”
 Many departments on campus have to adapt 
the new schedule of spring semester as well. 
Many students have noticed the renovation of 
the library. While students were off campus 
enjoying the holidays with their families, the 
library staff, janitors, and other constriction 
workers changed the old carpet and repainted 
some of the walls between holidays.
 “The shortened schedule did make it very 
tight for the library, but we got it all done,” 
Library Assistant Jennifer Breems said, “But the 
goal of the shortened schedule is for the Good 
Friday as a day with no classes. I think that’s 
a really good goal because never has before 
Dordt had been given a day break for Easter. 
And as Christian College, you would think an 
Easter Break makes sense. I’m really looking 
forward to the Good Friday with no classes.”
Finding their way: transfer 
transformations
paralleling personalities and interests. 
According to Kleveland, she and her brother 
Josiah are more different than alike.
“He [Josiah] is very analytical,” Kleveland 
said. “I’m more on the social side of things…I 
am a planner, and he’s a procrastinator…For 
the most part, we’re completely different, and 
people would never guess from our looks and 
personalities that we were related at all.”
“[At some point] you want to be your own 
person,” Nate said. “I’m Nate, so call me Nate, 
not ‘twin’…In college we definitely have 
become our own persons.”
Perhaps the greatest appeal of having a twin, 
though, is the unique and close bond that one 
shares with their sibling. 
“When we were kids, you always had that 
friend next to you that you always could hang 
out with. You didn’t have to go away to a 
friend’s house or ask your mom’s permission,” 
Matt Van Holland said. “You always had a 
friend there.”
When asked if the two brothers were close, 
Nate laughingly said, “I’ll admit it for the 
interview, but never again.”
Kleveland also expressed the valuable 
relationship that she has developed with her 
twin brother. Despite studying at different 
schools, Kleveland and her brother have grown 
in closeness over the past few years as a result 
of being apart.
“He’s just fun to just talk to. I’ve realized that 
more when I come home for breaks,” Kleveland 
said. “We can complain about college together, 
we can talk about finals and courses, and we 
have all these really cool memories that no one 
will ever have.”
“Non-twin siblings” will never genuinely 
understand the experience of being born with 
a brother or sister quite literally by their side. 
Even though they may not be capable of feeling 
their sibling’s pain or reading their mind, the 
specialness of their bond is certainly something 
that can be appreciated.
“People ask, ‘Oh do you have this cool 
connection?’…not in a weird sci-fi way, but 
there is definitely a way that we have that,” 
Kleveland said.
Seeing double – twins at Dordt
Sydney Brummel— Staff Writer
According to the National Center for Health 
Statistics, 32.6 out of every 1,000 births result 
in a set of twin siblings.
Unsurprisingly, Dordt’s campus contains its 
fair share of twins. Some twin siblings attend 
the university together, but other students that 
are twins attend Dordt by themselves, without 
many others around them knowing about their 
lifelong sibling.
Brothers Matt and Nate Van Holland of Rock 
Valley, IA are seniors studying exercise science 
and music education, respectively. Despite their 
age and time spent at Dordt, the two still get 
confused with each other often.
“Music people call me Nate all the time,” 
Matt said, “It’s really funny.”
For the Van Holland twins, going to college 
together had never really been a question. They 
have also roomed together all four of their years 
at Dordt.
“We never really talked about it,” Nate said
“It just kind of happened,” Matt said.
While the Van Holland brothers viewed going 
to the same college as an easy decision, other 
twin siblings have opted to go to separate 
universities. Madison Kleveland of Forest City, 
IA, a sophomore social work major, began her 
studies at Dordt while her twin brother Josiah 
attends another college.
“When you’re with someone for, you know, 
eighteen years of your life…we just needed 
separation,” Kleveland said. “We knew it’d be 
good to branch out.”
Kleveland shared that many people are 
surprised to learn that she has a twin brother.
“They want to see a picture, and they want 
to know if we look alike, which we definitely 
don’t.”
In contrast, anyone who has seen the two 
Van Holland brothers can attest to their similar 
looks. Their comparisons, however, go beyond 
physical appearance.
“We’re similar in likes and dislikes,” Nate 
said. “We both like music. We like the same 
sports. We did the same things in high school.”
Still, not every set of twin siblings share 
went to this palace that had this beautiful view 
of the country.”
Ribbens also did some travelling outside of 
Florence.  He and a friend decided to fly to Italy 
a few days before the class arrived to do some 
extra sightseeing on their own.
“We started with Sorento, and that was 
probably my favorite part of the trip,” Ribbens 
said. “It was a really peaceful coastal town right 
on the Mediterranean.”
Ribbens also visited Rome and Siena. “I think 
traveling in general is just fun,” Ribbens said.” I 
get to talk to people and just see how things are 
done differently.”
He believes a trip this length is a good way for 
a newcomer to get their feet wet and experience 
international travel without the commitment of 
spending a semester abroad. 
For many students, studying abroad for an 
entire semester isn’t an option. Shorter trips, 
like this one, make it possible for all Dordt 
students to experience life in another country 
and culture. 
“I really wanted to study abroad because I 
really like traveling and seeing other cultures,” 
Ribbens said. “At the time I didn’t think it was 
possible for my major, so I took this class and 
spent a little over a week in Italy instead.”
“I think it is a good alternative to those who 
can’t study abroad,” Johnston said. “A week is 
a really good period of time, though of course I 
wish it would have been just a little bit longer.”
Katie Ribbens— Staff Writer
Florence, Italy: the smell of quality espresso 
and freshly baked croissants wafts through the 
air. The shuffling of feet and friendly banter 
can be heard as Dordt students make their way 
down the stairs of their hotel and meet up for 
breakfast. Afterward, they eagerly step into 
the quiet morning and plunge into the day’s 
exciting events awaiting them.
All semester long, students had been looking 
forward to the end-of-semester “Dante and the 
Italian Renaissance” class trip to Florence, Italy. 
Jamie Johnston, a history major at Dordt, chose 
to take the class and go on the trip to personally 
experience the works she learned about. 
“As a history teacher, it’s important to be 
able to tell your students that ‘I went and saw 
this’ and be able to have those experiences to 
talk about with students,” Johnston said. “You 
should really go and experience history for 
yourself.” 
This trip was open for all students, not 
just history majors. Trenton Ribbens, a civil 
engineering major, chose to take this course 
because he was interested in learning more 
about the Renaissance. 
“I did my research paper for the class on how 
the Duomo in Florence was constructed and 
getting to actually climb and look over the city 
at night was really fun,” Ribbens said. “You 
could see all the other places that we learned 
about and the whole skyline is pretty gorgeous.” 
The class also learned about some famous 
works of art, including Michelangelo’s David. 
“Seeing the David was really impressive,” 
Ribbens said. “Actually being there and staring 
up at it, you’re seeing the blood vessels in the 
arms and trying to imagine how you would 
carve that out of stone.” 
Johnston agreed that pictures do not do the 
17-foot statue justice. 
“Seeing the David was incredible because it 
is so famous, and you don’t think it’s actually 
going to be as big as when you see it in person,” 
Johnston says.
Students enjoyed the walkability of Italy. 
They were given freedom to break up into their 
own groups and conduct their own sightseeing 
in Florence. The public transport also allowed 
students to travel outside of Florence to nearby 
cities. Though Johnston enjoyed Florence, 
Siena was her favorite place to visit. 
“It was so beautiful,” Johnston said. “It was 
a little bit more out in the countryside, and we 
Dordt students make a splash 
in Italy
Photo by Trenton Ribbens
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The number one team in the land always has a 
target on their back—and t
he Dordt’s men’s basketball team they had their 
chance to take a shot at that target on Saturday 
evening against the top team in NAIA Division 
II men’s basketball, the Morningside Mustangs. 
“I’m really looking forward to just playing the 
best,” said freshman forward and Sioux Center 
native, Cade Bleeker before the game. “As a 
competitor, you always want to play the best 
teams and to do it on our home court will be 
a lot of fun. It’ll be a great environment with a 
really good basketball game.”
 The game that was originally scheduled for 
6pm on Saturday was pushed back two hours to 
an 8pm tip-off due to the sub-zero temperatures 
across most of Northwest Iowa. 
 The anticipation was high for the Defenders 
heading into the game with the hopes of 
rebounding from a tough 70-71 loss to No.10 
Dakota Wesleyan at the Corn Palace.
 The Defenders fell victim to another slow 
start after the Tigers got out to an 8-5 lead and 
lead the rest of the first half. 
 “Some games we will have a really good 
game and then the next we will come out flat,” 
said senior forward Zach Bussard. “If we want 
to be successful then we need to show up and 
perform every night.”
 This problem has been common for the 
Defenders for most of the season, but the team 
vowed to correct it for their upcoming game 
against the Mustangs.
 The Defenders achieved that goal – jumping 
out to an eight-point lead within the first 
ten minutes of the first half – but the visiting 
Mustangs would cut the deficit in the closing 
minutes of the first period.
Men’s basketball suffers 
tough loss to top ranked 
Mustangs
 Foul trouble haunted Dordt for much of the 
first half with Cade Bleeker and Jesse Jansma 
each acquiring three fouls that limited their 
minutes. 
 Despite the early foul trouble for the 
Defenders, the teams would head into the 
locker room tied at 42 at the break. 
 The Defenders came out with a sense of 
urgency to begin the second half and both teams 
traded baskets for the first seven minutes of the 
third quarter.
 With 13:56 to go in the game, Morningside’s 
Ben Hoskins hit a three-pointer that would give 
the Mustangs the lead indefinitely as the top-
ranked team would lead for the rest of the game. 
Dordt cut the lead several times throughout the 
rest of the game in search of the beginnings 
of a comeback only to see the lead extended 
by another Morningside three-pointer. The 
Defenders fell by a final of 81-88. 
 Garrett Franken led the Defenders with 24 
points, Ben Gesink added 13, and Zach Bussard 
had another 12. 
 With the loss, the Defenders fall to 6-6 in 
conference play and a 15-7 record overall.
Despite the loss, the Defenders are confident in 
their ability to bounce back and make a run at 
postseason play because of the trust that they 
have in each other.
 “I think our biggest strength as a team is 
how well we work together,” said senior guard, 
Marcus Winterfeld. “This all comes from how 
well we get along and are willing to play our 
best for each other.”
 Dordt will look to rebound on Thursday 
evening against the Jamestown Jimmies with 
tip-off scheduled for 8pm. 
 The Defenders then hit the road to take on 
Doane University in Crete, Nebraska at 4pm on 
Saturday. 
 “It’s not a huge deal to sit here, but a way 
cont. from pg. 1-
to say that I will take time out of my day to 
intentionally meet new people and welcome 
new conversations,” said Marcy. 
 In the few days that the table has been in 
effect, Marcy has already seen depth in her 
conversations with others and has met people 
new to her. There is an openness to anyone at 
the table, whether they are students or faculty. 
Some individuals come and sit at the table, 
while others bring small groups with them. 
 “Now it’s an opportunity to go and meet 
new people and sit there and it’s fine, because 
everyone is open to that,” said Heather Vander 
Woude, a senior. 
 “I know that Dordt does community very 
Turquoise Table cont.
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well,” said Rachel Wordes, who has worked on 
this project alongside Marcy. “But I think that 
this is a way to make that even more impactful 
and influence a lot of people.” 
 “The hope and the dream for [the Turquoise 
Table] is that it creates a place for students to 
belong,” said Sam Ashmore. “When you look 
in the Gospels at the person of Jesus, something 
He always does first is creates a space for 
people to belong and feel accepted.”  
 Dordt is a place that wants to continue to 
grow in diversity and community, and Marcy 
wants this to be a way to do that. It’s in the small 
moments that relationships can be founded, and 
the Turquoise Table takes away the scheduling 




Track and Field @SDSU
Mens Varisty Hockey vs. Nebraska- 7:00pm
Saturday, Jan. 25
Mens Varsity Hockey vs. Nebraska- 1:00pm
Women’s Varsity Basketball vs. Doane-  
 2:00pm
Men’s Varsity Volleyball vs. St. Norbert- 
 3:00pm
Mens Varsity Basketballl vs. Doane- 4:00pm
Men’s Varsity Volleyball vs. Viterbo-  
 5:00pm
Monday, Jan. 27
Women’s JV Basketball vs. Dakota Wesleyan 
 6:00pm
Men’s JV Basketball vs. Dakota Wesleyan 
 7:00pm
Men’s JV Basketball vs. Dakota Wesleyan 
 7:45pm
Thursday, Jan. 30
Women’s JV Basketball vs. Northwestern 
 6:00pm
Men’s JV Basketball vs. Northwestern 
 7:45pm
Buttegieg cont.
cont. from pg. 1 
town hall, although short, attendees voiced 
their 
concerns about the future of the nation, 
and what Buttigieg planned to do about 
them, if elected. Each question was original, 
some having to do with Buttigieg’s personal 
experience with the military, as he served for 
seven months in Afghanistan. 
When asked if he felt that “the United States 
is ready for a gay president,” Buttigieg said he 
won mayoral re-election with 80% of the vote 
in Indiana, where Mike Pence, the current Vice 
President and outspoken LGBTQ+ critic, was 
the serving Governor at the time.
“If that can happen in Mike Pence’s Indiana,” 
said Buttigieg, “then that shows that Americans 
will ultimately judge you on the results you 
have to offer.”
In retrospect, Culpepper felt that Buttigieg 
“had good engagement” throughout the town 
hall, and that “the very fact [he] made an 
appearance in Iowa definitely changes the 
voting dynamic.” But with so many people 
nowadays voting less and less often, with the 
United States listed as having one of the smallest 
voter turnout percentages of First-World 
Nations, according to Pew Research Center, do 
events like the Caucus and other activities even 
matter? Culpepper seems to believe so.
“Students here have such a unique opportunity, 
especially here at Dordt… since Iowa is the first 
Caucus in the nation,” said Culpepper, “it gives 
a good sense of what the voters are thinking. 
I’d recommend getting involved, no matter 
who you support. Get to know the policy issues 
you care about and go take advantage of [your 
unique position.]”
